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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guideiines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Builstin 16). Complete aach item by marking ‘‘x"' inghe appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for ""not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,

and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name Union Citv Historic District
other names/site number /A

2. Location

street & numberMain St., Hiah St., South St.. and Third Avenue .-/ 2 not for publication

city, town Unign Ciy N A vicinity

state Pennsvlivaniacode PA county Erie code _ T4 zip code 16438

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X] private [ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[X] public-local district 26 33 buildings
D public-State E] site sites
{__| public-Federal [ structure 1 structures
|:] object objects
S : . 97 33 _ Total

Name of refgisu-uttinle property listing: Number of contributing resources previousty
N/A e

o listed in the National Registar 0
4. State/Federal Agency Cenlf;;‘\= : s -
}

S e

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | heraby certify that this
LAlnomination [__|request tor determination of etigibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and protessional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 80.
In my opinion. the property IE ots Dd S gt medt tha National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.
Dr. Brent D. Glass %/]N\I\% m St 1-31-90

[~ W

Signature of certitying officiai ) WHTF
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

In my opinion, the property ’__jmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. E Seea continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

Slate or Federal agency and buresau

S. National Park Service Certification
I. hereby, certify that this property is:
__entered in the National Register.
E See continuation sheet.
_Idetermined eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.
:determined not eligible for the
" National Reqgister.

__ removed from the National Register.
__other. (explain_:}

At e it Fapneae Mata of Amiina



8. Function or Use .
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
[ i ___C.QMRCE.LSJ_J.EP‘i ﬂ]f'y [l ket
DOMESTIC : DOMESTIC/single dwelling
y - 1T

__ DOMESTIC/single dwelling
PROCESSINGMmamufacturing facility DOMT.
PROCW NG/maputacturing Ffacility

7. Description

Architectural Classification - Materiais (anter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundatio'® __Stone

Late Victorian walls Brick
Colonial Revival Weatherboard
roof Asphalt
other Asphalt
Synthetics

nd X

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Union City Historic District is an area of mixed buildings - commercizl,
industrial, and residential - primarily erected between 1865 and 1925. Tte
district contains a wide sampling of late 19th century eclectic and early
20th century revival styles, in a variety of materials of which brick anc
frame are the most common. The district runs along the principal thorougn-
fare, Main Street, where the commercial buidings are clustered, and extend
to the west to include a residential neighborhood of single family dwelli=gs
anchored by High Street, Third Avenue, and South Street.  The over-all
integrity of the residential portion of the district is good, while that

of the commercial section has suffered to some extent through the loss o=
earlier 19th century buildings and their replacement by non-descript mid-
twentieth century structures. -

The Union City Historical District includes 128 buildings. f these
seventeen were erected between 1865 and 1879; fifty-eight between 1830 ar:
1892; forty-one between 1893 and 1925; and twelve since 1925.

The district is bounded on the east by Main Street. Commercial builcdinz:
on its east side tend to be concentrated north of the bridge which svans
the south branch of French Creek. 1In the far northeast cormer oI the
district are the office and plant of the Union City Chair Company. Yo =
south of the bridge the east side of Main Street is a mixture of busines:
blocks, institutional buildings such as city hall, former high scheel,
public library, and pentecostal church; as well as three residences.
Commercial buildings on the west side of Main Street are found throuzhcu”
its entire length. There are two open spaces - a landscaped area suIrI.- -
ing the public library and a municipal parking lot along the creek Jus:
south of the High Street bridge.

Of the 28 contributing commercial buildings, the majority are 2-3 scoTi-
in height. of brick construction, and feature the two-part commercié.
block configuration so common on smail town main streets during che =
to late 19th century. The two-part commercial block was an outgrow:o:
the shop-house building of an earlier period, and displays a distinc:
division between thne single-story lower zone which was used for pub...
space, and the upper zone which was devoted to more private functionsz.
Generally speaking the facades of the examples along Union Citv's Meir
Street are treated in a very simple manner. Little or no applied ormi-
mentation is present. However there are instances such as the 1338
@Soo continuation sheet
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Hansen’ Building at 11 South Main, the 1890 Clement Lodge Building at 19 North
Main, and the 1884 Borough Building at 13 South Main, where Victorian influ-
ences are present. The Hansen Building (now occupied by the Union City
Historical Museum) has an elaborate wood cornice supported by large brackets;
the Clement Lodge Building has an impressive corbelled brick cornice with

the inscription "Clement"; and the third story of the Borough Building
features a corbelled arcade of small rounded attic windows. A stone marque
at the cornice reads '"City Building 1884."

In other cases such as the 1889 I.0.0.F. Building at 23 North Main with its
scalloped cornice of stamped metal with parapet above, and the ca. 1880
building at 39 North Main with its dentiled cornice at the roof line, window
eyebrows in decorative stone, and dentiled stringcourse between the first
and second stories Victorian influences are even more exotic.

There are two buildings associated with Union City's industrial history which
border on the commercial area of the district. These are the offices and
main plant of the Union City Chair Company at 18 Market Street. The 1907
office building's entryway is arched with a keystone. The deep-set frieze
bears the inscription '"The Union City Chair Co." The 1911 plant building
which is also constructed of brick, has multiple bays on both front and

side containing windows which are double-hung, six-over-six.

The single contributing structure in the historic district is the Main Street
Bridge, constructed by the Groton Bridge Co. in 1896, It is of Pratt truss
design, and has a span eighty feet long. '

There are sixteen non-contributing commercial buildings. Most of these are

on the west side of Main Street and have construction dates that fall out-
side the period of significance for the district. There is one major intc=us:i:
which is. the fiberglass panel clad "1960" Pennbank building at 24-28 North
Main.

The residential portion of the district which lies to the west of the creek.
has 68 contributing buildings. Sixty-three of these are 2-2% story frame
buildings, the others of similar size are: two brick, one stucco, and twc
combined stone and frame.

Fifteen of the houses in the district exhibit mid-nineteenth century archi-
ural influences, primarily Greek Revival and Italianate. The best examp.:s
of Greek Revival style are the house at 28 First Avenue, the ca. 1865 ShaZiz-
House at 22 First Avenue, and the former Church Farm homestead at 20 Wes=:
High Street. The use of Italianate design is evident in the house

at 4 South Street, and the ca. 1875 William Boarts residence at 27-29 Tir:c

Avenue.

The dominant styles in the district are those associated with the late
Victorian and early 20th century periods. Among the more popular are Ques-

Anne which is exemplified in the house atr 21 South Street with its standi-.
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metal seam roo}, stylized shingles in the gable ends, decorative window
surrounds, and varied clapboard siding. Another Queen Anne building but
also exhibiting certain Stick Style elements in its gable ends is located
at 20 South Street.

The Shingle Style Mulkie House, ca. 1905, stands at the corner of First
Avenue and South Street. ' It features hipped dormers, and French style
shingle roof. The porch columns and foundation are constructed of stone.
Next door is a residence of the same age, with Tudor detailing and a hippecd
roof with dormers in the Tudor Revival Style.

Among the numerous period houses in the district is the ca. 1910 Colonial
Revival residence at 27 Third Avenue. It features a large front porch,
elaborate pediment-shape dormers, prominent cornice with dentils and brackers,
and pilasters supporting the front dormer.

The Westcott House at 27 West High Street, ca. 1900, is also of Colonial Revival
design whose large two-story portico incorporates a pediment and entablature
of elaborate decoration.

Built at the same time as the more imposing residences in the district are =z
number of smaller houses which can be classified as "bungalows." Examples
of this type are the ca. 1902 Fuller House at 28 Second Avenue, and the c=z.
1910 Stroth House at 41 West High Street.

The only institutional building is the brick Neo-Classical First Baptist
Church erected in 1923. It has a colossal portico in the Ionic Order wich
a large parapet and unadorned roof line above.

The residential section of the district contains thirteen non-contributinsz
buildings. Most.of these do not qualify by virtue of substantial changes
to their materials, primarily the application of aluminum and asphalt sidi-z.

Overall, the non-contributing buildings do not detract greatly from the
integrity of the area. They comprise less than one fifth of the total bu._:-
ings and are widely dispersed. Most of them are well maintained or are i-
the process of repair. 1In scale thev fit in with the contributing build.-_



8. Statement of Slgnlﬂmm:.f .

Centitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
(I nationally (] statewide X tocally

Applicable National Register Criteria X A [ 18 [Xic [ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA (18 [Jc [Jo (e [Jr e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from :nstructtons) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Industry . 1865 ~ 1929 N/A
Architecture

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person ' Architect/Buildar ]
N/A Various

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Union City Historic District is significant in the areas of industry
and architecture for its association with the wood products economy which
has sustained the community since 1865. During the latter half of the
nineteenth century Union City became a furniture manufacturing center of
national reputation. During this century while furniture making still
continues to be an important industry, this tradition is being carried on
for the most part by new companies which are located outside the historic
area of the town. The one exception is the Union City Chair Company which
still continues to operate at its original 1882 site. However, further
evidence of that earlier "Mill znd Mansion age' is reflectec in the many
frame houses of the district, themselves products of a thriving local
industry.

The settlement of what was known as Miles Mills was established in 1300.
William Miles had fought in the American Revolution and had been capturs:
by the Iroquois and imprisoned at Quebec. He built a dam on the south
branch of French Creek and erected a gristmill and sawmill. Until 1855,
Miles Mills remained nothing more than“a thin strand of small milis alor:
this waterway. That year in anticipation of the coming of the railrcad.
town lots were plotted north and east of the creek. The Philadelphia an:
Erie Railroad entered the town in 1858 shortlv before Edwin L. Drzke
successfully drilled for oil in Titusville. The impact on the younz zow™

serving as a rail head for oil was dramatic. In 1860 it had 283 inhzbizzirz.

and total real property valued at 898,217 in 1862, the same year tnat -
second rail line, the Atlantic and Great West rn, was buillt through (Il
Mills, the town boasted three refiner:es and a barrel making lndust*j i

addition to its saw and pianing miils. Caught up in a booming cil econo~
the sxubertant citizens of Miles Mills incorporated themselves as the
Borough of Union Mills in 1865. The divercion of the oil freighc busin:-

to Corry after 1862 gradually extinguished the oil refinerv business. :
what remained proved important Zcr the town's future. Over time, barra.-
making for oil bequeathed a wood procducts industry that has marked the
town's economy to the present dav.

[X] See continuation sheet
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By 1870, the town's population had risen to 1,500, and the sawmills which had
been shut down as part of the scramble for oil riches, were back in business.
Six saw mills and planing mills including those of Clark, and Hunter and Wade,
appear in the 1870 census. Barrels continued to be a major wood product |
and their importance increased in 1870 with the founding of Wood and |
Johnson's factory. It employed 70 workers and produced an annual inventory
valued at $165,000. The“company advertised itself as the largest manufactur-
er of oil barrels in the country. Sensing a new start the town changed its

name to Union City in 1871.

The next decade revealed only modest changes in the town's socio-economic
profile. Part of the slowdown was no doubt due to a disastrous fire which
consumed most of the business establishments along both sides of Main Street
south of the creek in 1879. But in the course of a few years what had been
destroyed was replaced, and the new buildings were mostly of brick and in
nearly every instance a great improvement over what had been there before.
Typical was the town hall erected in 1884, a handsome brick building with
accommcdations for the town clerk and other officers, as well ‘as council
meetings and public gatherings. Co-incident with all this activity was the
transfer of the Union City Chair Co. from Jamestown, N.Y. in 1882. It
signaled the beginning of Union City as an important center for furniture
making in Pennsylvania. - '

The 1880's marked a decade of considerable residential construction. Whereas
the owners of the town's many sawmills had tended to build their residences
nearby, the constant threat of fire convinced the managers of the new furni-
ture plants to erect their homes irn the developing neighborhoods further re-
moved. Among those who chose to build fine homes on higher ground west of

the creek were John D. Wescott at 27 West High Street, Louis P. Hansen at

4 South Street, and Marvin Cooper at 30 Second Avenue.

Other prominent citizens who moved into this part of town during the same
years were: merchant W.F. Conway at 27 Second Avenue, merchant James Smile
at 48 West High Street, banker R. Fuller at 28 Second Avenue, and physicizan
E.B. Smith at 32 First Avenue. By 1900 a good percentage of the lots alecnz
West High Street and South Street and the avenues that connected them wer:2
filled.

Despite two crises, one local and one national, Union City managed to zrew

.and prosper during the 1890's.

Irn 1892 following two torrential rainstorms the south branch of French Cr=z=zx
overflowed its banks and flooded the cencer of the town. Several businesizs
along Main Street were destroyed, leading the Union City Times to dec_zar= <oz
disaster "a serious blow to our thriving town . . . . The flood orov:is=:
a complete reassessment of the use of the creek for waterpower, and at tnhs
same time sparked interest in public improvements in general. While :zhe

W

Main Street Bridge survived the flood, it was severely weakened, and 2 zcnir:

[T
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for its replacement was ®iarded in 1896. A campaign to pave Main Street was
launched the following year and this was accomplished in 1899. In the mean-
time sewers had been laid along both Main and Crooked Streets.

Union City's inelastic wood products economy helped the town to weather the
crippling depression of 1892. Local firms successfully bucked the financial
tide. Blanchard and Hansen, a firm which combined casket making with furni-
ture production, added a third floor to its Main Street plant. Increased
orders at Novelty Wood Works required that company to put on a night shift.
In 1897 the Union City Times reported that the real estate market had revived
and that builders were advertising lots and moderately priced Queen Anne
residential designs in large new subdivisions. Substantial homes began to

go up again in the established neighborhoods as well, among them Dr. A.G.
Sherwood’s Colonial Revival residence at 25 West High Street, and Assembly-

man John Mulkie's handsome Shingle Style mansion at First Avenue and South
Street. :

By the early 20th century Union City's "Mill and Mansion' era had pretty well
ended. While eight houses would still be built in the West High Street/South
Street district, they would be of a smaller scale and far less ornate than
what was already there. This is also true of those homes erected beyond
Third Avenue. While the area still remained essentially a neighborhood of
single family dwellings, it could no longer claim to be the town's ."A No. 1
place-to-live." R T

Ameng the places of employment, things had changed too. The wood products
industry with several new firms was still very important, but with the
exception of the Union City Chair Co. it was no longer centered on Main
Street and the creek. That company is the only one in existence that can

trace its lineage directly to the 19th century and the '"Mill and Mansion'
period.

The linion Zity Historic District is archi?ectura11y gion1f1%ant as
3 locally outetanding concentration of gommerc1§1*anq re§1deqt1a
architecture. The ccmmercial buildings in. the historic djstt1gt ]
represent the evoiution of commercial architecture in gn1oT1C1ty :0m )
1865 to 1925, especially since there are few commerciai b?' d1ng;' 2un_
elsewhere ir the municipality. The residential buildings 1in @he ls]or1c
district form <he “arcest and most intact congentraticn+of high sty ?
domestic architec*ure consiructed during the tate? n1nggeenth1tg early
twentieth centuries in Union City. Most qther reswdeqt1a1 buildings
arected hetween 1265 and 1925 in Union City were g1a1n, vernac@1ﬁr .
hoildinas. A rela*ive’y small number of houses 1nr1uenc3d hy h1a s,yhes
were scattered amcrg “hese vernacular resi@ences: Thgs jhgre is no g% er
large arouping ¢7 hiah style homes from this period in Unicn Cltyéh sg,
those homes co*tice *he historic district that show late nineteenth an
aarly *wen+iath century hich style inf1ugncgs genera11y have poorer
intearit- *han “hose residences located inside the district.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

{1preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested : (] state historic preservation office
[:]previously listed in the National Register [l Other State agency
[ previously determined eligible by the National Register D Federal agency
[CJdesignated a National Historic Landmark ] Local governmant
[:] recorded by Historic American Buildings I:] University
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Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repositery:
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 33.8

UTM References

All, 7] 1519,5960 (4,613,818, 7, 3] gll.7} 519.5]6.7.5] % ,6/3,8!6,9,0
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

clL7 15195265 (4.6]38840] - pil.71 1519,513,4,0] 4.613,8910:2,5

: See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description }
Reginning at the southwest corner 0¥ the “n*ersection of wes§ quh
Q*rpp+ and North Maip Strret, “hen proceeding south seventy ~e2% aleng
Mor+h Main Stieet; then proceedlng gast crassine Merth Najn Qtreet and
continuing alore *be ncr<h edge of the Tot at 41 North Main Streed; hen

I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries enclose properties contributing to the historical anc
architectural significance of the Union Cltr Historic District. AL
the northeast corner is the office and main plant building of the Un_:7™

Citv Chair Company, which constitutes the irnduscrial signifiicance or <i.-

. — pes - 14 b -5 .
district. The rear property lines ol T See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle John R. Claridge /William Sisson :
organization Erie County Historical Society/PHIC date Auqust 111989
street & number _ 417 State Street /Box 1026 relephone 1814y 454-18313/( ¢ -

city or town Zrje /Harrisburg vate  PA o cone 2230
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Vol. I, 355-358.

Union City. Map. Morrisville, Pa.: Fowler, James & Moyer, 1895.
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Union City Borough. Minutes of Borough Council. June 30, July 5,
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Boundary Description (continued)

proceeding south along the rear edges of lots at 27-37 North Main Street
and crossing Market Street to the south edge of Market Street; then
proceeding southeadt 520 feet along Market Street; then proceeding
southwest fifty-five feet; then proceeding 500 feet northwest, then
sixty-five feet southeast, then ten feet northwest to the east corner of
the lot at 5-9 North Main Street; then proceeding southwest along the
rear edge of the lot at 5-9 North Main Street, then proceeding northwest
along the southwest edge of the Tot at 5-9 North Main Street to the
southeast edge of Main Street; then proceeding southwest along Main
Street to the north corner of the lot at 11 South Main Street, then
southeast along the northeast edge of the Tot at 11 South Main Street;
then southwest along the rear edge of the lot at 11 South Main Street;
then proceeding southeast, southwest and northwest along the rear end of
the 1ot at 13 South Main Street; then proceeding southwest along the
rear edges of the lots at 17-23 South Main Street and crossing Bank
Street to the southest edge of Bank Street; then proceeding southeast
along Bank Street to the rear edge of the Tot at 29 South Main Street;
then proceeding south along said edge to the northwest side of Stranahan
Street; then northwest along Stranahan Street to a point opposite the
northwest edge of Miles Street; then southwest crossing Stranahan Street
and proceeding along the northwest edge of Miles Street to the south
corner of the lot at 8 Miles Street; then northwest along the southwest
edge of the 1ot at 8 Miles Street; then southwest and northwest along
the southeast and southwest eges of the lot at 55 South Main Street;
then crossing South Main Street and proceeding along the southwest edge
of the Tot immediately southwest of 58 South Main Street; then
proceeding northeast along the rear edges of the lots from the Tot due
southwest of 58 South Main Street to the lot at 54 South Main Street;
then proceeding west along the rear property lines of the lots at 10-18
South Street; then proceeding north along the east side of Second Avenue
to & point opposite the rear edge of the lot at 20 South Street; then
proceeding west again crossing Second Avenue and moving along the rear
edges of the lots at 20-36 South Street; then proceeding north along the
west edge of the lot at 36 South Street and crossign South Street to its
north edge; then proceeding west along South Street to the southwest
corner of the lot at 45 South Street; then proceeding north and east
along the west and north edges of the Tot at 45 South Street; then north
and east along the west and north eces of the lot at 30 Third Avenue
crossing Third Avenue to the east edce of Third Avenue; then proceeding
north along Third Avenue to the northwest corner of the lot at 51 West
High Street; then proceeding along the rear edges of the lots at 51-25
West High Street; then south along the eastern edge of 25 West High
Street crossing West High Street to the southwest corner of West High
Street and First Avenue; then east crossing First Avenue and proceeding
east along the southern edge of West High Street to the point of
beginning.
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Boundary Justification (continued)

commercial properties on the east side of Main Street form the main
eastern boundary of the district. Boundaries for the residential portion
of the district run along the rear property lines on the north side of
West High Street, on the west side of Third Avenue, and the south side of
South Street. o

The boundaries exclude resources that do not contribute to the district's
historical and architectural significance. At the north, the Penn Central
Railroad tracks, which extend indefinitely beyond the district to the
east, are excluded. Poorly maintained and smaller houses behind Main
Street's commercial properties on the east, are outside the district.

Just beyond the district on the south is a large collection of 20th
century industrial buildings. Residential buildings to the west of:Third
Avenue and north of West High Street, are for the most part of 20thy
century origin, and can be classified as middle class vernacular houses
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