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1. Name of Property
historic name EamoL, Pie
other names/site number N/A

NPS Form 10900
{Rev. 8-08)

rre S$.V. House

2. Location
street & number 302 French Street N/ Anot for publication
city, town Erie ‘ N/ Avicinity
state Pennsylvania cods PA county Erie code 040 zip code L6520
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Catagory of Property Number of Rasources within Property
private X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-ocal (] district 1 buildings
{"Tpublic-State [ site sites
[ ] public-Federal [ structure structures
] object objects
1 6] Total
Name of related muitiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A : listed in the National Register _____Q

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amanded, | hereby certify that this
(I nomination D request for determination of ellgibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
National Register of Historic Placas and meets the procedural and professional requirements sat forth In 38 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property (O meets (] does not mest the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certitying official Oste

State or Federal agency and bureay

In my opinion, the property D meets E]does not meet the National Register criteria, [_] see continuation sheet.

Signature of commanting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certlfication
|, hereby, certify that this property is:
(CJentered in the National Ragister.
D See continuation sheet.
[ determined sligibie for the National
Register. [ see continuation sheet.

[:]deterrn_ined not eligible for the
National Register.

[_]removed from the National Register.
Dothar. {explain:) .

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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6. Function or Use . ‘

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/single dwelling WORK IN PROGRESS

7. Description

Architectural Classification _ Materials {enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

~ foundation _ Stone

EARLY-REPUBLIC walls  BI1CK

other: vernacular Federal Style

roof __ASphalt

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Hamot House is located in downtown Erie, Pennsylvania at
the southeast corner of French and East Third Streets. It is the
earliest surviving brick residence in the City-of Erie and is
representative of a vernacular residential architecture typical
of early 19th century brick houses in the city. Its low-pitched
roof, symmetrical proportions and plan, and simple detailing are
representative of the period's popular Federal style. The -
original two story house with its single story rear room was
constructed in c. 1830. Two additions were constructed during the
1870's to complete the plan of the rear ell. The Hamot House is
being rehabilitated for use as offices by the Second Century
Foundation.

The original two story residence has three bays along its
French Street facade and two bays along its East Third Street
elevation. The masonry walls are 12 inches thick and are laid in
a common bond on a foundation of exposed Pennsylvania blue stone,
a common material used in the construction of early 19th century
buildings in this region. The structural system consists of
2-3/4" X 9" sawn lumber floor joists supported on masonry bearing
walls with solid exterior masonry walls. The foundation walls and
original brick floor remain exposed in the basement.

The French Street facade features a central entrance with a
wood threshold and a six panel wood door that does not appear to
be original. The ‘window openings have wood sills with brick
stringer course lintels and they have double-hung aluminum sash.
The gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The box
gutter has simple wood molding and the gable roof ends
are handsomely adorned with chimneys that accent the
building's symmetrical design. The simple rear porch
recently collapsed.

The plan of the original house remains largely intact.
The first floor has two rooms with an enclosed central stair
servicing the rooms on the second floor. In the 1870s the
single story rear room was enlarged with the construction of
a second story and a two story addition to the south. In plan,
the additions incorporate the original rear room, but the

(X see continuation sheet
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main house is clearly distinguishable from the additions.
The rear ell has two rooms on the first floor with a small
winder stair servicing four rooms on the second floor.

Prior to the recent rehabilitation of the Hamot House, the
interior fabric of the original house remained in a state of
disrepair and neglect. The wide plank wood floors, plaster ceil-
ings, and plaster walls suffered from extensive water damage. The
rooms had molded wood baseboards, door and window trim. The simple
mantel that remained in the first floor dining room appeared to be
original. The four panel wood doors had an array of hardware
including one door which retained what appeared to be the original’
handmade iron latches. The fabric of the ¢. 1870 additions was in
fair condition. This trim was unadorned 1 X 4 wood trim. Wainscotting
survived in the first floor kitchen.

The rehabilitation of the Hamot House is in compliance with
the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.
Although the building is being converted to a commercial use, its
residential character is being retained. Generally,” the work
includes repairing and cleaning the exterior masonry, replacement
of non-original windows, rebuilding of the rear porch, securing

‘and repairing roof structure and materials, and installing new
mechanicals. The interior plan will not be changed, except
for the addition of a partition in the second floor, north
room of the front section. All salvageable historic fabric

. 1is being retained.

------ The simplistic design, subtle detailing, and solid
construction of the Hamot House are the gualities which make it
an architecturally significant building. Its integrity has not .
been impaired by the c. 1870 additions, but it was threatened by
lack of maintenance and years of vacancy and neglect. The Second
Century Foundation has surely saved the building from complete
deterioration.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ ] nationalty [ statewide (X tocaity

Applicable National Register Criteria [_JA [1B8 K]c [ Jo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptionsy [ Ja [18 [Jc o [Je TIfr e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Datas

ARCHITECTURE 1827-1831 : 1827-1831

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Growotz, Peter, mason

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria consideraticns, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Hamot House is architecturally significant as the
earliest surviving brick residence in the City of Erie. It is -
representative of a vernacular residential architecture typical
of the early 19th century brick houses in the city. Constructed
between 1827 and 1831, the Ilow-pitched roof, symmetrical
proportions, and simple detalling are typical of the period's
popular Federal Style.

In 1827, Pierre S.V. Hamot, a successful merchant and
prominent business leader in Erie, purchased the lot at 302
French Street at a sheriff's sale. Hamot hired Peter Growotz to
construct a two story residence on this lot. Growotz was a German
immigrant trained in the European tradition of construction and
was the first brick mason registered in the City of Erie. It is
assumed that the house was completed by 1831, because that was
the year in which Growotz died. Hamot himself died in 1846,
leaving the house and property at 302 PFrench Street to his
daughter Mary Hamot. In 1851, Mary Hamot married George W.
Starr, a founder of the Hamot Hospital. It is thought that the

' Starrs maintained the French Street residence as a rental
property until 1903. The property has had several owners since
1903 and has been vacant for approximately 20 years. The Hamot
House is presently owned by the Second Century Foundation.

The Hamot House is the oldest surviving brick residence in
the City of Erie though three other buildings of the same vintage
do survive. These early buildings are rare due to the recent
development of the "Bayfront", the name given to that area along
Lake Erie and centered around the northern end of State Street.
The three other builldings are either individually listed on the
National Register of Historic Places or contributed to a

[ see continuation sheet
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proposed Lower State Street Historic District Nomination (1989).
These residence are the Joseph Sterrett House at 414-416 State
Street, 1838; the Cashiers House at 417 State Street, 1839; and
the Frederick Schneider House at 3 East Fourth Street, 1846. They
differ from the Hamot House as they are of the Greek Revival
Style.

The influences of Federal Period architecture at the Hamot
House are evidenced by its low-pitched roof, symmetrical
proportions, and simple detalling. Its "workmanlike" guality
distiguishes it from other brick Federal Period buildings in Erie
County, such as the David Wallace House in Glenwood Hills
constructed in the 1830's. The Wallace House has more refined
detalls such as its tall window openings, sidelights and transom
at the central entrance, and stepped . gable ends. Other Federal
Period residences survive in Erie County. are - of frame

construction such as the Amos Judson House In Waterford Borough.

The architectural significance of the Hamot House is
inherent in the building's simplistic representaticn of the
period's popular Federal Style. It is the only surviving example
of the wvernacular residential architecture typical of early 19th
century brick houses in Erie. The survival of the Hamot House is
a salute to its contemporaries which have been lost to recent
development.
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[_] See continuation sheet
Pravious documentation on fila (NPS):

E] preliminary determination of individual listing (38 CFR @7) Primary igcation of additional data;
has been requested State historic preservation office
(] previously listed in the National Register Other State agency
(X previously datermined eligible by the Naticnal Register [ ] Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Histaric Landmark ["] Local government
[recorded by Historic American Buildings ' [ Juniversity
Survey # (CJother -
[ recorded by Historic American Engineering Specity repository:
Record # Bureau for Historic Preservation

Box 1026, Harrisburg, PA. 17108

10. Geographical Data o
Acreage of property __1€5S than one acre

UTM References - '
AlL, 7] 1517, 5520 (460646590 Bl | Ll Lo Jbe byl
Zone  Easting Northing . Zone  Easting . Northing

CIIIIIIIIIII_LIilll!I_'“:_ "‘Dll_llllllllllhllllLl

D See contlnuatlon sheet

Varbal Boundary Description
The nominated property occuples parcel number 1003-103 and is
45" X 57' in size.

(] see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundaries of this resource follow the legally recorded
property lines constituting the property cutlined above.

[} see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name’title Patricia A. Sands
organization date May 1991
street & number 2220 Elrchwood Lane telephone (412) 487-6154

clty or town Alllson Pa.rk state PA 2lp code _15:0 .

*U.5.0PC1908-0-223-018
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